February 18, 2020

Connecticut State Appropriations Committee
RE: UCH budget

Dear Members of the Appropriations Committee,

My name is Christine Beck, and I joined the department of genetics and genome sciences at
UConn Health as an Assistant Professor in the Summer of 2017. As a native of New Jersey, it
was nice to re-locate from my postdoctoral laboratory in Houston, Texas to Connecticut, where
my family has settled in a house in West Hartford.

As a postdoctoral researcher at Baylor College of Medicine in Houston, I investigated the
mechanisms of human genome rearrangements, and how these large-scale genomic alterations
can lead to disease, as well as the use of sequencing for diagnosis and characterization of rare
disease. I came to Connecticut after securing a $1M research grant from the NTH to pursue the
ways in which the repetitive sequences that comprise ~50% of human DNA can contribute to
instability of our genomes. I believe in the value of basic research, and think that the study of
genomic rearrangements can guide us to novel findings in cancer and germline disease, and
may enable the discovery of therapeutic pathways that were previously unknown. As a joint
faculty member of UConn Health and the Jackson Laboratory, I participate in the vibrant
communities of both campuses, and believe that my position has afforded me unique
opportunities to accelerate my research.

I went to a public school in New Jersey, and attended state schools- lowa State University and
the University of Michigan- for my undergraduate and graduate degrees, respectively. [ have a
deep respect for publicly-funded educational institutions, and I owe a sincere debt to the state-
funded universities and the professors that have helped to foster my curiosity. Here in
Connecticut, 1 believe that UConn Health and UConn Storrs are important institutions
providing scientific training as well as a top-notch research environment.

As a joint faculty member, I devote my time to my research program investigating genome
stability in human disease. To facilitate this, my tenure-track position was supported by a
generous start up package from the state, and I am additionally supported by administrative,
grant writing, and computational personnel at JAX. My laboratory is at JAX, as is my office,
and I go to the UConn Health campus at least once a week; I have additionally traveled to the
Storrs campus more than a half dozen times since 2017. In my position, I have begun teaching
and mentoring the next generation of scientists. I really enjoy teaching graduate students the
fundamentals of genetics, and it is also an honor to mentor UConn Health students, and to train
the people who are in my laboratory. Many of them have been born and raised in CT; one is a
naturalized citizen that genuinely loves living here, and one member of my laboratory is
interested in permanently immigrating to the US and to the state. All of us enjoy working in a
diverse community at JAX and UConn Health, and are thankful for the state support that
enables our research.

In 2019, my laboratory used preliminary data generated in my first two years as a faculty
member to obtain a >$2M research grant from the NIH. This award will enable research from
my group for the next five years, and has also provided generous indirect funds for both UConn
Health and JAX. The partnership of JAX and UConn Health through the grant process has been
seamless, and I am happy to be a faculty member of both of these institutions, and have them
facilitate my work.



From my faculty member colleagues to the supportive staff and graduate students, and to all of
the friends I have made in the communities surrounding the campus, my choice of starting my
nascent laboratory at UConn Health and JAX has been an excellent decision. I aim to continue
to support the research community of UConn, and to foster a productive and interesting research
program that pushes basic genome science forward. Your continued support of this community
makes or breaks all of our research programs, and your ability to meet the needs of our
laboratories is paramount to our success. Thank you for your time and attention.

Sincerely,
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Christine R. Beck, Ph.D.,

Assistant Professor

UConn Health &

The Jackson Laboratory for Genomic Medicine



